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Hannah Irion-Frake
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● LETRS® trained and committed to spreading 
awareness of the science of reading

● Shares actively about how she brings 
Structured Literacy practices into her own 
third-grade classroom on her Instagram 
account @readingwithmrsif and on Twitter 
@readingwithmsif

● Epic! Master Teacher and Seesaw 
Ambassador



“In addition to the simple fact that writing is 
required of students, writing is important 
because it benefits reading.”

LETRS, Volume 2, Unit 8

Reading & Writing



Every aspect of writing is demanding. 



Reading and writing are 
reciprocal processes. 



Resources

• LETRS, Volumes 1 &2  (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading 
and Spelling)

• The Writing Revolution by Judith C. Hochman & Natalie Wexler

• The Reading Comprehension Blueprint by Dr. Nancy Hennessy

• Teaching Elementary School Students to Be Effective Writers, an 
Educator’s Practice Guide from the Institute of Education Sciences

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED533112.pdf


Scarborough’s Reading Rope

Figure 1.9 Reading Rope
(Scarborough, 2001)



Word Recognition Strands



Graphomotor Skills/Handwriting

“As letters are learned, 
students benefit from explicit 
teaching of letter features, 
spatial relationships, and 
sequences of strokes.” 

—LETRS



Tips for Teaching Letter Formation 

• Use paper with guidelines

• Use consistent language to describe 
motor sequences

• Compare letters that are similar

• I Do—We Do—You Do



Spelling/Phonics



Spelling/Phonics

cat
bat
bit
pit

cat
hat

short a short i

zip
fit



Spelling/Phonics, continued

u

urgently
1. 

2. 

e y

ur gent ly



Language Comprehension 



Background Knowledge 
& Vocabulary 

“…having students write about topics 
unrelated to content represents a huge 
wasted opportunity to boost their learning.”

—The Writing Revolution 



Before Reading



Before Reading



During Reading

I didn’t know 

stick bugs 

smelled bad.



After Reading

Leaders are 
people who…

I could be a 
leader by…



After Reading

Reptiles are cold-
blooded because…

Reptiles are cold-
blooded but…

Reptiles are cold-
blooded so…



After Reading



Syntax and Sentence-Level Work

“Helping students work with syntax, 
which is the grammatical and structural 
basis of our written language, supports 
their comprehension of text.”

—The Reading Comprehension Blueprint



Working with Syntax

• Sentence combining
• Sentence expansion
• Generating different types of sentences



Working with Syntax

animals talk colors
sign language

smart sound skills
dolphin

gorilla parrot wave



Text Structure and Genre



Use Graphic Organizers



The Simple View of Writing

Foundational 
Writing Skills Composition Skilled Written 

Expressionx =
• Letter Formation
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Punctuation
• Word/Sentence 

Spatial Organization

• Topic Knowledge
• Vocabulary/Word Choice
• Sentence Formulation
• Grammar & Usage
• Literary Forms/Genres
• Organization of Ideas
• Audience Awareness



SOR Best Practices for Classroom Implementation

Recommendation No. 1: Provide daily time for 
students to write.

Recommendation No. 2: Teach students to use the 
writing process for a variety of purposes.

Recommendation No. 3: Teach students to become 
fluent with handwriting, spelling, sentence 
construction, typing, and word processing. 

Recommendation No. 4: Create an engaged 
community of writers. 



Q&A
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